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PASS AID FOR FOREIGN DISASTER RELIEF COORDINATOR 

1. REFTELS DESCRIBE JAMAICA'S DENGUE PEVER EPIDEMIC AND ON- 
AGAIN OPP-AGAIN GOJ REQUESTS POR USG ASSISTANCE. 

2. RESIDENT PAHO REPRESENTATIVE RODRIQUEZ TOLD CHARGE EVENING 
JULY 5 THAT EPIDEMIC IS REACHING DISASTER PROPORTIONS AND THAT 
GOJ MINISTRY OP HEALTH SEEMS TOTALLY INCAPABLE OF DEALING WITH 
THE SITUATION. AT THIS POINT, HE CLAIMED, THERE IS ONLY A 
TWO-THREE DAY SUPPLY OP 96 PERCENT MALATHION REMAINING ON ISLAND 
ALTHOUGH EPIDEMIC CONTINUES TO SPREAD. HE SAID THAT A PAHO 
SAMPLE SURVEY OF SCHOOLS, FACTORIES AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS 
AROUND THE ISLAND THIS PAST WEEK INDICATES THAT 20 - 

25 PERCENT OP TOTAL POPULATION HAS EITHER HAD OR DOES HAVE 
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DENGUE PEVER, AND THAT RATE IS INCREASING. HE ALSO 
REMARKED THAT THIS PARTICULAR DENGUE PEVER VIRUS IS 
NEW TO THE CARIBBEAN AND HAS ALREADY CAUSED AT LEAST 
SIX DEATHS. 

3. WE HAVE ON A DAILY BASIS ADVISED SENIOR MINISTRY 
OP HEALTH OFPICIALS, POREIGN MINISTRY PERMSEC PRANK 
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FRANCIS, AND PRIME MINISTER'S PERMSEC GORDON WELLS OF 
OUR OWN CONCERN. GOJ ALSO WELL AWARE OUR WILLINGNESS 
PROVIDE DISASTER RELIEF IF SUCH SHOULD BE NECESSARY. HOWEVER, 
GOJ HAS CONSISTENTLY ADVISED THAT IT DOES NOT WANT A 
DISASTER DECLARED, EITHER PRIVATELY OR PUBLICLY, AND 
THEREFORE IS UNWILLING TO ACCEPT DISASTER RELIEF. 

4. PAHO REP STATES THAT THE MOSQUITO CARRIER (AEDES 
EGYPTAE) ALSO IS PREVALENT IN U.S. GULF COAST STATES, 

E.G. LOUISIANA, AND SUGGESTED USG SHOULD BE CONCERNED 
THAT TOURISTS MAY CARRY DENGUE FEVER BACK TO THAT AREA 
WITH ALL OF ITS ATTENDANT PROBLEMS. 

5. WE ASSUME CDC IN ATLANTA IS CLOSELY MONITORING THE 
SITUATION THROUGH PAHO AND OTHER CHANNELS BUT SUGGEST 
THAT THIS BE CONFIRMED BY DEPARTMENT WITH VIEW TO 
CONTINGENCY PLANNING FOR ANY SPREAD OF DENGUE FEVER 
FROM JAMAICA TO U.S., IF SUCH OCCURS, IT WILL BE A 
CONSEQUENCE OF WHAT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS EXTRA- 
ORDINARILY INEPT AND INCOMPETENT HANDLING OF A SERIOUS 
HEALTH SITUATION HERE. 
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